Compromise and Toleration

sciotisly in the Hebrew tradition which in some strange way accorded
with his native temper and disposition.

The Hebrew spirit was always conscious of the mystery of life, and
of human weakness. From that consciousness necessarily arose the
sense of dependence on a higher power, God, whose ways were past
finding out. Given that attitude to a creator, unless a man is com-
pletely indifferent, he seeks to reconcile his conduct to what he believes
is the will of God, that is to reckon his conduct by a standard of right
and wrong. In this short paragraph, I believe you have a clue to the
Englishman which, difficult as it may be for a people with a different
history to sympathise with or understand, may yet help to explain him.
The generations which received this impress have long been dust, but
consciously or unconsciously we of today are still their children and
their heirs, and I am writing of the Englishman of today, and not of
yesterday or tomorrow. But I felt that consideration of that English-
man would really be incomprehensible without a brief sketch of his
hereditary environmetit, geographical and spiritual, such as I have
endeavoured to give.

3. COMPROMISE AND TOLERAHON
It is worth while at this point to consider certain aspects of the
historical development from what I have been attempting to describe.
After the Civil War in England, we began to take stock of what had
happened. We had seen the execution of a King, the bitter internecine
struggle of the religious sects, the birth of a kind of totalitarian theo-
cracy, its fall, and the swing back to the Restoration.
The men who became the statesmen of the latter half of the seven-
teenth century grew up to manhood in an era of cm! and religious
strife, and their constant effort was to preserve the essentials of what
had been won during those bloody years, to avoid the excesses of that
time and to ensure if possible a settlement both political and religious
which might secure peace to a distracted nation*
Here, not for the first nor the last time, it was our singular fortune
to pursue that task in security from foreign intervention. The after-
math of revolution and internal rebellion has always been an irresistible
invitation to the invader. But we could proceed at leisure and worked
out within a generation a settlement which laid down the lines of future
progress upon which we have travelled until these present times- The